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ABSTRACT

This research explores the concept of espionage in Islam, focusing on the
punishment for Muslim spies and the diverse opinions of Islamic jurists
(fuqaha) on this matter. Espionage has historically been a significant tool
for military and political strategy, and Islam addresses the moral and legal
implications of this practice. The study examines the classification of spies
in Islamic law, including Muslim spies working for non-Muslim states,
dhimmi spies (non-Muslim residents of an Islamic state), and Muslim spies
acting against Islamic interests. The research highlights the different
opinions of jurists regarding the punishment for Muslim spies, ranging
from capital punishment to discretionary penalties based on the severity of
the act and its consequences for the Muslim community. Historical
references, including the incident involving Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah during
the time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), are analyzed to provide
insight into the practical application of Islamic teachings on espionage.
The study also examines the relevance of Islamic rulings on espionage in
the context of modern statecraft, including international law and defense
policies. The findings suggest that espionage is condemned in Islam when it
undermines the security and stability of the Muslim state; however,
defensive intelligence-gathering and strategic espionage for the protection of
the Muslim community are deemed permissible under certain conditions.
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