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Abstract

This research presents a comparative study of the concept of charity and almsgiving in
Hinduism and Islam. Both religions emphasize generosity, compassion, and social
welfare, yet their theological foundations and practical frameworks differ significantly. In
Hinduism, charity (Dana—Punya) is rooted in Vedic literature, the Bhagavad Gita, and
Dharmashastras. It is viewed not only as a moral and social duty but also as a spiritual
practice essential for maintaining cosmic order (rta) and reducing the effects of karma.
Dana is classified into three types: Sattvika (pure and selfless giving), Rajasika (worldly
and interest-driven giving), and Tamasika (ignorant or harmful giving). The five daily
sacrifices  (Pafica-Mahdyajiia)  further  highlight  obligations toward sages, deities,
ancestors, humans, and living beings. Thus, Hinduism integrates charity into ritual,
social hierarchy, and the pursuit of moksha (salvation). In Islam, charity (Sadaqah) is
deeply embedded in the Qur’an and Sunnah. It encompasses both obligatory charity
(Zakat, Sadagat al-Fitr, ‘Ushr, Kaffarat) and voluntary charity (Nafl Sadagah, Infaq fi
sabil Allah). Zakat, one of the five pillars of Islam, ensures economic justice by
mandating wealth distribution to eight specific categories, including the poor, needy,
debtors, and travelers. Beyond financial giving, Islam broadens charity to every act of
kindness, such as removing harm from the road or showing hospitality. Purity of
intention, avoidance of ostentation, and respect for the recipient arve central conditions for
acceptance. Charity in Islam serves as both a spiritual purification and a means of
establishing social justice, ultimately linking generosity to eternal salvation. The
comparative analysis reveals that while Hinduism views charity primarily as a means of
spiritual elevation, karmic purification, and cosmic balance, Islam presents a more
comprehensive and institutionalized framework that integrates worship, social justice, and
economic equity. Islam clearly defines the recipients, conditions, and purposes of charity,
making it a central mechanism for societal balance. Thus, Islam articulates the concept of
charity in a more explicit, systematic, and universally applicable manner compared to
Hinduism.

Keywords: Hinduism, Islam, Dana, Sadaqah, Zakat, Almsgiving, Comparative Study, Social
Justice, Spirituality.
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. Vedanga (Vedangas): Auxiliary sciences for understanding the Vedas, including phonetics,
grammar, linguistics, rituals, prosody, and astronomy.
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i Siitra and Dharma Siitra: Codes of moral and social conduct, domestic and religious rituals,

and principles of character-building, expressed in prose form.

il Dharma Sastra (Dharma Shastras): Texts of Hindu religious and social laws, among which

Manu Dharma Sastra (Laws of Manu) and Yajfiavalkya Sastra are the most significant.

. Dharma Sastra (Dharma Shastras): Texts of Hindu religious and social laws, among which
Manu Dharma Sastra (Laws of Manu) and Yajfiavalkya Sastra are the most significant.

V. Mahabharata: The epic of the war between the Kauravas and the Pandavas, containing the
counsel of SrT Krsna. Bhagavad Gita: A part of the Mahabharata, comprising the spiritual and
ethical teachings imparted by Krsna to Arjuna, regarded as the central text of Hindu
philosophy. Ramayana: The epic tale of the war between Rama and Ravana and the recovery
of Stta.

vi_ Puranas: Eighteen ancient texts narrating the creation of the universe, the stories of deities,

and mythological tales.
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