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ABSTRACT
This study provides a comprehensive analytical introduction to Kutub-e-Zahir al-Riwayah, the
foundational corpus of Hanafi jurisprudence compiled by Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Shaybani (d. 189 AH). These works, particularly al-Asl (al-Mabsut), al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, al-Jami’
al-Kabir, al-Siyar al-Saghir, al-Siyar al-Kabir, and al-Ziyadat, constitute the principal textual
sources of the Hanafi legal school. The research delineates the evolutionary trajectory of
Handfi figh through three historical phases Ancient, Classical, and Post-Classical highlighting
how Imam Muhammad'’s systematic compilation transformed early juridical discussions into
a codified and structured legal framework. The study explores the methodological and stylistic
features of al-Asl, such as the dialogical structure (qultu—qala style), argumentation
techniques, and thematic organization, which established a model for later jurists. It also
examines the intellectual influence of these texts on subsequent Islamic schools, including
Maliki and Shafi‘i traditions, underscoring their cross-madhhab relevance. Furthermore, the
paper evaluates how Kutub-e-Zahir al-Riwayah represent not only the essence of Hanafi legal
reasoning but also the foundational principles upon which later canonical works were
constructed. Ultimately, this research reaffirms Imam Muhammad’s seminal contribution to
Islamic legal theory, demonstrating that Zahir al-Riwayah embodies the transition from
individual juristic reasoning to a cohesive, textualzed legal heritage that shaped the doctrinal
identity of the Hanafi School.
Keywords: Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani; Zahir al-Riwayah; Hanafi Figh; al-Asl; Islamic
Jurisprudence; Legal Methodology; Early Islamic Law; Codification of Figh
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! The threefold division, though on slightly different lines, was first suggested by Professor Chafik Chehata. We
have extended his scrupulous examination of the Hanifi texts also to the third, Post Classical, period and related
the findings concerning all the three periods historically and geographically. This corroborates Professor Chehata's
conclusions which were based on purely legal data

2Meron, Ya'akov. "The development of legal thought in Hanafi texts." Studia Islamica 30 (1969): 73-118.

3 Meron, Ya'akov. "The development of legal thought in Hanafi texts." Studia Islamica 30 (1969): 73-118.
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Fakhr al-Islam al-Bazdawi to boast in the introduction to his commentary:

"Each of its cases is given a chain of transmission, as with the hadiths and the
sunan. The chain is provided by the foremost of imams in grasping legal
meanings (ma ‘ani), the roots of the sacred law and its branches [i.e. al
Shaybani], to the imam who is the leading memoriser of the known reports
(athar) and sunan and the most firm in the points of argumentation and defence
[i.e. Abii Yiisuf], to the imam of imams, the lamp of the nation, Abii Hanifah "
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50 We would attend the gathering of Bishr al-Marist (d. 219/834-5 or 228/842-3) [Abi Yisuf’s student], but we
were unable to debate with him. So we walked to Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241/855) and said to him, ‘Permit us to
memorise Abli Hanifah’s al-Jami‘ al-saghir so we can delve with them when they delve.” ‘Be patient,” he replied.

Hanif, S. 2017. “A Theory of Early Classical Hanafism.” PhD thesis, University of Oxford.pp:125
&1 Ibid
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5 Sadr al-Shahid ‘Umar ibn Mazah states in the introduction to his shorter commentary on the work: Our teachers
would venerate this book to a great degree, and they would give it preference over all other books, to the extent
that they held it unfitting for someone who does not memorise its cases to assume a judgeship, because these are
the foundational cases of our associates (ashabina) [i.e. Abli Hanifah and his circle] and their wellsprings
(‘uytniha). ... So whoever encompasses its meanings (ma‘ani) and comprehends its words becomes from the
highest rank of jurists and is capable of issuing fatwas and assuming judgeships.(( Hanif, S. 2017. “A Theory of
Early Classical Hanafism.” PhD thesis, University of Oxford.pp:120))
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