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Abstract

The burial place of Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) severed head remains one of the most debated issues in
Islamic history. Several traditions claim different locations: Karbala, Madinah, Damascus, Asqalan,
Cairo, and Najaf al-Ashraf .Among these, the Najaf tradition holds the highest credibility in Shi‘a
sources. A narration from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (a.s.) reports that he prayed near the shrine of Imam
Ali (a.s.) and identified one of the prayer spots as the grave of Hussain’s head. Traditions regarding
Damascus, Cairo, and Asqalan are often seen as politically influenced or related to local devotional
practices, lacking solid chains of transmission. The Karbala narrative, though widely popular, faces
textual criticism due to weak isnads regarding the return of the head .Archaeological presence, ziyarat
texts, and scholarly consensus strengthen the Najaf view. Shi‘a theology places trust in the report from
an infallible Imam, which outweighs less reliable narratives.In conclusion, despite historical
variations, the most theologically and historically accepted opinion among Shi‘a scholars is that the
blessed head of Imam Hussain (a.s.) is buried in Najaf al-Ashraf, near the grave of Imam Ali (a.s.).
keyword: Imam  Hussain (a.s.),Blessed Head,Burial ,Najaf al-Ashraf ,Karbala,
Damascus,Caira,Medina al-Munawwarah,
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