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ABSTRACT

The teaching, compilation, and research of Hadith sciences in the Indian subcontinent have
developed over many centuries, during which various scholarly centers, religious seminaries,
and universities played a vital role. Among these centers, Lahore holds a distinctive position,
as it has remained a hub of religious, intellectual, and cultural activity for centuries. The
purpose of this research is to present a historical and analytical study of the teaching and
research contributions of Lahore-based universities to the development of Hadith studies in
the subcontinent. It aims to highlight how these institutions have contributed to the
preservation, understanding, and interpretation of the Prophetic Hadith in accordance with
contemporary needs.This study demonstrates that the tradition of Hadith studies in Lahore
was not confined to the traditional madrasa system alone. Rather, Hadith was established as
a structured and independent academic discipline within the modern university framework.
Several universities and educational institutions in Lahore—particularly the University of the
Punjab, Government College University, Government College University for Women, and other
academic bodies—strengthened Hadith education through textual, chain-based,
methodological, and applied approaches. Instead of limiting Hadith studies to narration only,
these institutions expanded research into fields such as the principles of Hadith, narrator
criticism, hidden defects in Hadith, jurisprudential analysis of Hadith, source verification
(takhrij), and comparative studies.At the research level, Lahore’s universities have aligned
Hadith studies with modern academic standards through a large number of MA, MPhil, and
PhD theses. Special attention has been given to contemporary intellectual challenges,
Orientalist critiques, the application of Hadith to modern legal and social issues, and
interdisciplinary studies connecting Hadith with the Prophetic biography (Sirah). In addition,
significant scholarly work has been carried out on manuscript studies, the editing of rare
Hadith sources, and modern research on classical Hadith commentaries, which represents a
major academic contribution of Lahore’s scholarly community.From an analytical perspective,
this research concludes that Lahore’s religious seminaries, such as Jamia Nizamia Razvia,
Jamia Ashrafia, Jamia Lahore Islamia, and Jamia Illmiyya, have promoted a balanced
combination of tradition and critical scholarship in the development of Hadith studies. While
preserving the methodological legacy of early Hadith scholars, these institutions also adopted
modern academic principles of research, critical analysis, and evidence-based reasoning. This
approach helped transform Hadith studies in the subcontinent from a static discipline into a
dynamic and relevant field of knowledge.In conclusion, the teaching and research services of
Lahore’s universities and religious seminaries represent a strong foundation for the
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development of Hadith sciences in the Indian subcontinent. Their contributions continue to
play an effective role in maintaining the intellectual, scholarly, and practical continuity of the
Prophetic Hadith in the Muslim world, and they are likely to grant Lahore a central and
respected position in future global academic discussions on Hadith studies.

Keyword: Hadith Sciences, Universities in Lahore, Madrasas in Lahore, Teaching in Hadith
Sciences, Services in Hadith Sciences. Review.
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"In its early years, the University of the Punjab functioned mainly as
an affiliating and examining body, but gradually developed into a
teaching and research institution of great repute!™.
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