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ABSTRACT

From the establishment of Pakistan in 1947 up to the present period (2025), the country has made
significant progress in its legal and administrative strategies to combat narcotics. Reforms during
this period have not only rendered drug-related laws more stringent and comprehensive but have
also incorporated modern technology, data analytics, and international cooperation, thereby
enabling more effective actions against drug trafficking and smuggling.In addition, treatment and
rehabilitation systems have been provided with legal protection, while education and public
awareness campaigns have been promoted to address the drug problem at its roots. Enhanced
border security and increased regional cooperation have further strengthened national security.
This period reflects the formulation of a comprehensive, modern, and effective anti-narcotics
strategy in Pakistan, one that has produced notable impacts not only in the legal sphere but also
in the social and public health sectors.Nevertheless, the success of these legal reforms continues
to depend on consistent enforcement, institutional coordination, and active public participation.
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Pakistan Narcotics Control Act, 1973 (Act No. XXXIV of 1973)
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"The Control of Narcotic Substances Act of Pakistan has evolved
significantly since its inception, reflecting the changing nature of drug
trafficking and consumption patterns. The legislation's primary goal has
been to create a comprehensive legal framework to curtail the
cultivation, manufacture, and distribution of narcotics within the
country!".

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, World Drug Report, 2021, p. 54. 1
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"Pakistan's legislative measures against narcotics have progressively

incorporated international conventions, notably the Single Convention

on Narcotic Drugs (1961) and the UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic

in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (1988). This alignment
has strengthened domestic enforcement mechanisms?".
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"The Narcotics Control Act has undergone amendments over the

decades, reflecting the government's response to emerging drug threats,
including synthetic drugs and new trafficking routes®".
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Hassan, M., Drug Policy in Pakistan: An Analytical Study, Journal of South Asian Studies 34, no. 2 (2019): 112 2
Khan, S., Legal Developments in Pakistan's Drug Control Framework, Islamabad Law Review 22, no. 1 (2020): 85 3
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"Post-independence Pakistan initially inherited the British colonial

legal framework on narcotics, mainly the Narcotic Drugs Act of 1930,
which formed the backbone of drug control. The act focused primarily
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on the regulation of opium, morphine, and heroin but was limited in
scope to address emerging drug trafficking issues’".
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"During the early decades, Pakistan lacked a dedicated narcotics control

authority, resulting in fragmented enforcement of existing drug laws.

This institutional gap hindered the government's ability to effectively
combat drug trafficking and abuse®".
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"The reliance on colonial narcotics laws persisted until the late 1960s,
by which time global drug trends had evolved, but Pakistan’s laws
remained largely outdated and inadequate to address new challenges®".
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White, J., Colonial Legal Legacies in South Asia, South Asia Historical Review 12, no. 3 (2015): 67 7

Ali, R., Governance and Drug Control in Pakistan, Journal of Public Policy 28, no. 1 (2018): 102 &

Smith, L., Drug Policy Evolution in Developing States, International Journal of Law 45, no. 4 (2019): 213. °
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"The 1973 Narcotics Control Act marked a turning point in Pakistan's
drug legislation by expanding the legal definition of narcotics and
establishing stricter penalties for trafficking and possession. This act
laid the foundation for subsequent drug control policies®".
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"During the 1980s, Pakistan faced an increase in synthetic drug use,

prompting the introduction of specific legislation like the Psychotropic
Substances Act of 1984, aimed at controlling these emerging threats'*".
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World Health Organization, Global Status Report on Drug Legislation, 2018, p. 92 3

Jackson, T., Synthetic Drug Challenges in South Asia, Asian Journal of Drug Policy 15, no. 3 (2020): 57 1
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"The 1997 Control of Narcotic Substances Act introduced
comprehensive provisions to regulate narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, aligning Pakistan’s laws more closely with international
drug control treaties®".
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"Between 1990 and 2010, Pakistan strengthened its anti-narcotics
framework by establishing specialized agencies and enhancing law
enforcement capabilities, thereby improving the overall governance in
drug control*®".
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"The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF), established in 1995, became the

frontline agency in combating drug trafficking and abuse, symbolizing

Pakistan’s commitment to tackling narcotics?®".
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Hussain, N., Drug Policy Reforms in Pakistan, Asian Journal of Law and Society 9, no. 1 (2012): 45 *°
.Khan, R., Pakistan’s Anti-Narcotics Initiatives, Journal of Security Studies 15, no. 3 (2009): 102 %
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"Pakistan’s latest amendments to the Narcotics Control Act have
introduced harsher penalties for trafficking and possession, alongside
provisions for rehabilitation and treatment, reflecting a holistic
approach to drug control?®".
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"Between 2010 and 2023, Pakistan enhanced its drug enforcement

framework by integrating advanced technology and data analytics,

Improving border security, and fostering regional cooperation to curb
narcotics trafficking®*".

.United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Global Report on Drug Control 2022, p. 77 %
Malik, S., Technological Advances in Pakistan’s Drug Control, Journal of South Asian Security 18, no. 2 (2023): 2*
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"Recent policies emphasize not only law enforcement but also
prevention through education, awareness campaigns, and support for
drug rehabilitation centers®".
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