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Abstract

Environmental protection has become one of the major challenges facing Pakistan, particularly in the
context of deforestation, pollution, illegal mining, biodiversity loss, climate change, and the
unsustainable use of natural resources. This study critically examines the performance, challenges,

and reform prospects of environmental laws in Pakistan, with particular attention to their
implementation at the institutional and provincial levels. The study focuses on the practical
enforcement of major environmental legislation, including the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Act 1997, forest laws, and relevant provincial environmental regulations. It evaluates the performance
of institutions such as the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency, provincial Environmental
Protection Agencies, Forest Departments, and Wildlife Departments in controlling environmental
degradation and protecting natural resources. The findings indicate that although Pakistan possesses
a substantial legal and institutional framework for environmental protection, its practical effectiveness
remains limited because of weak enforcement, inadequate institutional capacity, insufficient financial
and technical resources, lack of inter-agency coordination, weak monitoring and accountability
mechanisms, and political and administrative constraints. The study further identifies legal and
technical deficiencies, including ambiguities in environmental legislation, inadequate regulation of
emerging environmental challenges, shortage of reliable environmental data, and limited technical
expertise. Social and economic factors, including lack of public awareness, poverty, unemployment,

dependence on natural resources, and insufficient participation of local communities, also undermine
effective implementation. At the same time, initiatives such as afforestation programmes,

environmental awareness campaigns, and regulatory actions demonstrate that effective
implementation can produce positive outcomes. The study concludes that environmental protection

requires comprehensive legal reforms, stronger institutional capacity, modern monitoring
technologies, improved coordination, public participation, environmental education, and sustainable
economic alternatives for local communities. An integrated strategy combining legal, institutional,

technological, social, and economic measures is essential for achieving effective environmental
governance and sustainable development in Pakistan.
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