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Abstract

Commission-based contracts have become an essential component of modern transport and logistics
services. Freight brokerage, transport agencies, subcontracting, and digital transport platforms all
operate through various commission-based arrangements. While these mechanisms facilitate
commercial activities and improve operational efficiency, they also raise important Shariah concerns
regarding agency, remuneration, transparency, disclosure, and the avoidance of fraud and
uncertainty.

This study examines the Shariah status of commission-based contracts in the transport sector in the
light of the Qur'an, Sunnah, classical Islamic jurisprudence, contemporary juristic opinions, and
modern commercial practices. It analyses the legal nature of commission agreements and evaluates
their application in various transport-related transactions.

The study argues that commission is fundamentally permissible when it is paid in return for a lawful
service, its amount is clearly determined, all relevant parties are aware of it, and the transaction is
free from deception, uncertainty, injustice, and unlawful conditions. However, secret commissions,
deceptive brokerage practices, and commission arrangements involving concealment or unfair
advantage are inconsistent with the principles of Islamic law.

The research concludes by offering practical recommendations for developing transparent, ethical, and
Shariah-compliant commission practices within the contemporary transport industry, thereby
promoting fairness, trust, and sustainable commercial relationships.
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