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Abstract

This article presents the representation of terrorism, extremism, and humanitarian crises within the
contemporary Urdu novel. In the post-9/11 era, Urdu novelists have profoundly moved beyond mere
reportage to explore the deep psychological and societal scars left by violence. By analyzing key
contemporary texts—including Zeef Syed’s Gul Meena, Mustansar Hussain Tarar’s Qila-e-Jangi, Syed
Kashif Raza’s Char Darvesh aur Ek Kachwa, and Amjad Javed’s Roshan Andhere this study explores
how the modern Urdu novel portrays terrorism as a devastating lived experience. Through a literary lens,
the research investigates the impact of major national tragedies, such as the Karsaz bombing and the
political assassinations at Liaquat Bagh, highlighting the trauma of survivors and the erosion of social
structures. The paper concludes that the modern Urdu novel serves as a vital historical and psychological
record, effectively capturing the complex "human cost” of extremism while reflecting the resilience of the
human spirit in the face of brutality.

Keyword: Urdu Novel, Terrorism Narratives, Contemporary Fiction, Psychological Trauma, Socio-
Political Conflict, Humanitarian Crisis.
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"The calculated use of violence or threat of violence to inculcate fear.

Terrorism is intended to coerce or intimidate governments or societies in

the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious, or ideological."”

e b e § 8 4 2 L1880 s ﬁ"aﬂ/n"-g.&‘uﬁv;;gf PESSIS Terror" £

:§,Lﬁ/Jf:/ VU L a2 B G mE S e I G G At g 2 L P2 1S
"The systematic use of 'Terror' especially as a means of coercion

A3 etz LS eolos§ U1 Ui Fbdsir e g BUIAIE "o S e st o L g s S S
blE 1SS A LU e b Kugjdjsd;fw,":&néum’virn’”mg}«u‘tu:,mz“ujzaﬁ'qﬂuwc
(ol
e U1 S B3 e il e T E L § §E it b S L S et e £ sl
B (T R T TORNSET SN S SR LI PR I P (L) f4£¢wﬂ‘”)"-9c
SV I I L it FE U P o § o B Sl

f”'”/?/,bd;ge“i LJ:“’&JW;f%,lu/f’éfgu&ﬁ‘a,}ju,"

@ "-‘Lt'/'/dl.’“p’g)ﬁ

SIS e bbbty G 8 b $07 L L P Irbeilie SLad o380 w20 Fbr Ly 1l
I A AT G it S8 s L QU S I B 5L UK G F S e (o3 e B
=2 G ST U = Lo 51— bl ™ 6 w2 L T3 B S8 L S Kb d L astse
2961(%4’/“&5}}

"Terrorism-the Systematic use of terror or unpredictable violence against
government public or individuals to attain a political objective Terrorism
has been used by political organizations with both rights and objectives by

nationalistic and echoic groups by revolutionaries and by the armies and

secret police of governments themselves”. "
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